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Vermont’s Residential 
Food Waste Ban

Vermont’s Universal Recycling Law





Vermont’s Universal Recycling Law

Pay as You Throw Required: 2015

Requirements to keep food scraps out of the landfill: 2014-2020

Landfill Ban: 2020

Transfer Station Collection Requirement: 2017

Curbside Collection Requirement: 2020



Implementation



Behavior

• Getting the 
word out

• Influencing
• Coaching



Systems and Infrastructure

• Composting capacity 
• Infrastructure
• Knowledge



Media Campaigns

Paid Campaigns

Earned Media

Social Media



2020







VTrecycles.com      VTrecycles 
TheVermontDEC



Stickers, Bin Signs, FAQs, and more



2021



2022



Coaching, Mentoring, 
Problem-Solving



Solid Waste Management Entities
• Information
• Outreach 
• Assistance
• Sell discounted 

composting bins
• Backyard composting 

workshops
• Grants
• Facilities



Master Composter Course

• 19 Years, >1,000 VT 
Student

• In 2021: 
– 95 volunteers
– 26 reported

•  ~400 hours of 
service

• reached >2,000 
people



Composting Association of Vermont 
(CAV)

www.compostingvermont.org

• Vermont Organics 
Recycling Summit

• Community Composting
• On-Farm Food Scrap 

Composting
• Organics Diversion from 

Mixed-Use Buildings
• And much more



Increasing Composting 
Capacity



Compost Operator Training
10 courses since 2011



Compost Technical Assistance
~45 facilities since 2012



Grants:  > $1.5 million Awarded
2019 2021 2023

5 Projects 11 Projects 2 Projects



Responding to Challenges



Bird seed, trash, food scraps, and 
bears, oh my!



Bear-resistant storage and 
composting containers



Signs of Success

Many hundreds of compost bins sold

Thousands of Master Composter and backyard 
composting workshop participants

> 100 food scrap drop-offs

3x as many food scrap haulers



85% of Vermonters are composting

61% feel a “moral obligation” to 
keep food scraps out of the landfill

Belarmino et al. 2023. “Impact of 
Vermont’s Food Waste Ban on 
Residents and Food Businesses”

UVM Study



Regulated 
Compost 
Facilities

Data:

Regulated 
Drop-offs

Estimate:
Backyard 
Compost

Not Measured:

On-farm 
Composting

Animal 
Feeding

Other on-
site 

Composting

Anaerobic 
Digester (yet)



Regulated 
Compost 
Facilities

Data:

Regulated 
Drop-offs

Estimate:
Backyard 
Compost

Not Measured:

On-farm 
Composting

Animal 
Feeding

Other 
Compost 

Sites

Some Anaerobic 
Digestion



2023 Waste Composition 
Study: Stay Tuned!
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